Chapter 6
SCIENCE  ON  SHOW

THE   JUBILEE   CELEBRATIONS   OF   THE   220TH   ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE U.S.S.R.

IN April 1945 there were rumours that the Academy of
Sciences would hold a jubilee celebration to mark its 220th
Anniversary. The first suggestion was that the celebration
should be held in May, to coincide with the fiftieth
anniversary of the invention of radio by A. S. Popov.1
Later on the date for the celebrations was postponed to
15 June. Even up to the last week of May Academicians
of high standing did not know exactly when the celebrations
would begin or what foreigners would be invited. Never-
theless laboratories of the Academy were feverishly prepar-
ing for the celebrations. Most of these laboratories had
recently returned from evacuation to Middle Asia or the
Urals, and had scarcely settled down to work again. The
office of the Praesidium was under scaffolding and closed
to visitors. The biological institute was being painted and
was not to be on view till early June. The President's
house was swarming with painters and plasterers. In the
Soviet scientific world there was suppressed excitement.
Nobody knew exactly what was coming.

Early in June the newspapers spread the excitement to
the public. Every day the press had something to say
about the Academy of Sciences, hvestiya of 8 June
carried an article about the work in Kapitsa's Institute of
Physical Problems. On 9 June Trud announced that 500
exhibits, illustrating the history of science in Russia, would
be on view in Leningrad. Izvestiya of 10 June had a
message of greeting to the Academy, signed by Einstein
and others, from the Independent Citizens Committee of
Science and Art Workers in the U.S.A. On 11 June the
1 See Chapter 8.
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